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thus ruining the destinies of the nation, they
now control the expansion and contraction
of the nation’s ervedit. That is easily an-
swered, I eould he hypoeritical and ad-
voeate this dreadful basis of eurrency, but
I have come to the conelusion that the only
way to stabilise our currency is to stabilise
it to an index figure, giving a purchasing
power against that fizure based uwpon the
value of the commodities. That is the true
hasis. There is no limit to it. The only
limit is the eapacity of the people to pro-
duee goods and serviges.

In conclusion, I hope my rewmarks have
not been in any way offensive. I might be
more enthusiastic about this matter than
are some members, and 1 am therefore led
away by that enthusiasm und say things
which they probably would not say. I
apologise to anybody whose feelings I may
have hurt. I have ¢ndeavoured to be truth-
ful, and used faets to substantiate my argu-
ments. There is nothing more tragic to me
than the fact that there is not a 100 per
cent. war effort today; that every individual
in this ecommunity is not like a ecrosader
animated and inspired by an ideal worth
fighting for and making sacrifices for. Lack
of statesmanship prevents a complete 100
per cent. war effort. I hope some changes
will be made in oar present democratic
system before some of ouwr precious and
cherished institutions are lost, and that we
shall have a guarantce that after this war
there will be a real and a true new order.

On motion by Mz Hill, debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 3.8 pm,
N
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)

{2.221: In supporting the motion, I desire
at the outset to associate myself with the
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remarks of other members eoncerning the
late Hon. J. M. Macfarlane. Ouwr former
colleague has left behind him a splendid
record of public service that should be an
inspiration to us all. I sympathise with
the varions members who have been so ser-
iously ill during recent meonths and hope
that Mr. Thomson, who 1 understand has
had to enter hospital again owing to the
unsatisfactory state of his health, will
make a speedy and compleic recovery so
that he may soon be back amongst us. T
also assoeiate myself with the congratula-
tions bestowed upon Mr. Cornish and My,
@Gibson and I trust that they will each ren-
der a long term of hononrable service in
this House.

The few briel remarks I propose to make
will chiefly concern matters that are vital
to the interests of the province I repre-
sent. The first T will mention velates to
lighting restvietions on the goldfields. A
prominent official, whose name I had per-
haps better not mention, informed me yes-
terday that he regarded the existing posi-
tion on the fields as a faree. About the
only part of the black-out regulations
applying on the goldfields is that dealing
with motor cars, Up to a few weeks ago,
about 50 per cent. of motor ears on the
goldfields had their headlights dimmed;
the drivers of the other 50 per cent. had
not bothered abouf this, and apparently no
action was taken against them, with the
result that many people are removing the
masks and reverting to the use of full
lights. The position is indeed bad, because
we have bitumened roads in and around
Kalgoorlie, and during recent months there
has becn a good deal of rain.  Although
there have not heen many aceidents, in my
opinton that faet is due to good fortune
more than to anything else. On the East-
ern Goldfields the street lights are on, and
the mines are all brightly lit; and T have
been informed by a member of the Air
Foree whe tlies to Kalgoorlie that the lights
are plainly visible from a distanee of more
than 50 miles. Numbers of prospectors and
others come. inte Kalgoorlie for the week-
end, travelling from places like Bardoc and
Ora Banda: and it is essential for them to
come in. TIf they are to comply with the
law, they should have their lights dimmed;
hut it is highly dangerouns fo drive along
some af the voads under ordinary condi-
tions, there being alwayvs eattle and sheep
abhout, so that one has to he most careful.
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Tt can therefore be imagined what the posi-
tion is like when people are foreed to drive
along those roads with dimmed lights. The
situation generally is causing much concern,
and I do hope the authorities will take
immediate action to give relief. As I stated
earlier, 2 man who expresses his opinions
most guardedly and who holds a respon-
sihle posilion described the existing state
of affairs as nothing hut & farce.

While on this subject, I express the hope
that during the enrrent session the Traffic
Aect will be amended so as to give the re-
lief of 25 per eent. in license fees to those
owners of motor vehicles who have
equipped them with gas-producers. Last year
the Aet was amended to reduce license fees
by 25 per cent.; but I understand that the
redunction does not apply to trucks and
motor ecars equipped with gas-produneers.
The position is unfair to people who have
gone to the expense of obtaining gas-
producers, the cost of which varies on the
goldfields from £65 to £120. Those persons
are not in a position to use their cars and
trucks as much as formerly, and therefore
it is only fair and reasonable that the Act
be amended to extend some consideration to
them. Another question ecausing great con-
cern on the goldfields relates to the supply
of vegetables. I understand that shortage of
vegetables has been State-wide.

Hon. J. Cornell: Onions ean be bought
in Norseman, but not in Perth.

Hon. E. M. HEENAXN': T suggest to the
Government that the vegetable problem be
tackled so as to relieve the existing diffi-
culty. Most of the goldfields supplies come
from Denmark and Albany vis Merredin,
and there is much anxiety now because of a
Press announcement that owing to the short-
age of coal, the running of trains will he
curteiled. I have been reliably informed
that if there is any diminution in the supply
of vegetables to the goldfields from Den-
mark and Albany, the position will be most
eritical. Accordingly T hope that the Gov-
ernment, when contemplating restricting the
train service, will be meost careful in that
regard. In addition to supplies from Den-
mark and Albany, vegetables are grown
locally. On account of the large increase in
the pgoldfields population, dve to an infern-
ment camp and the Air Force establishment,
there has been a heavy demand on loeal
growers. That seems to be a souree of
supply which could be exploited; but there
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again we are up against the trouble of man-
power. I understand that there are many
good gardeners in the internment camp but
the authorities are reluctant to release them.
I fully acknowledge that there may be good
reasons for that attitude, but it seems to me
that a scheme could be evolved whereby
some of these men gt least could be taken
out of the internment camp in the movning
and after working all day be returned to
the camp in the evening.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Would that sugges-
tion make vegetables any cheaper in Boul-
der and Kalgoorlie?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I submit that in-
creased production would have that cffect.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Has it had that
effect in the past?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The present posi-
tion has not occurred in the past, because
these men have not heen released and there
is a shortage of labour.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There was plenty
of labour in the past.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: A similar posi-
tion has arisen with regard to firewood.
Surely in an area like the goldfields there
should not be any wood shortage. XNever-
theless, during the past very severe winter
an acute shortage has existed; even hospi-
tals have been hard put to it to cope with
the situation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: In the metropolitan
area there is not a shortage of firewood;
there is no wood here at all.

Hon, E. M. HEENAX: I suggest now,
with snmmer approaching, the situation will
be relieved; but after the experience of this
vear a similar position should be avoided in
future. It should be possible to evolve some
scheme whereby supplies could be acenmu-
lated now to cover the eoming winter. 1In
this eonnection I desire to pay a tribute to
the Liquid Fuel Control Board. But for the
board’s assistance in making an extra supply
of petrol available, the position would have
been very severe indeed. However, the board
came to the assistance of the people by
making petrol available, and that just en-
abled us to get through.

Another question eausing mueh concern
on the goldfields is the matter of price fix-
ing. It is felt that although to date there
have been no prosecutions, there have been
instanees of overcharging. Apparently the
position at present is that if a4 member of
the public has a complaint to make he goes
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to the store, gets a docket and then sends
it on to the authorities, Many people have
to trade permanently with the stores and
are reluctant to take such a course. There
has been a popular agitation for the ap-
pointment of an official for the goldBelds
and the size of the distriet is such that the
full-time employment of such an officer is
warranted.

On the question of mining, the position in
Kalgoorlie itself is not so bad, becavse the
principal mines seem to be earrying on,
though in a restricted way. In the north
country, however, the sitwation is very
acute indeed, especially in the Laverton dis-
triet, In that area, till comparatively re-
eently, three mines were operating: the
Lancefield mine, employing up to ahout 300
men, Cox’s Find and the Gladiator mrine.
‘We all know what happened to the Lance-
field mine. It elosed down and the whole
community of about 600 people disappeared
in the space of a few weeks. A similar
situation has arisen at Cox's Find. The
mine there has closed down and Cox's Find,
a3 n town, is non-existent. 'The saddest de-
velopment of all is that the Gladiator Mine,
which is the mainstay of the town of Laver-
ton, is also closing down and the position is
snch that, if ut all possible, the Government
should do something about it.

Laverton is at the head of the line and
is loeated in an important pastoral distriet.
There are many prospectors around the town
and there is an excellent State battery.
Laverton has also one of the best equipped
ecountry hospitals in Western Australia.
The closing down of the mine will be a
tragie blow to that community. It is owned
by a company, but in times like this T con-
sider that its maintenance is a concern of
the State. We want to prevent people from
migrating and even if the Commonwealth
Government has to pay compensation to keep
the mine in operation, that should be done.
Spenking on the Address-in-veply last
vear T voiced the sentiments of 2 number of
organisations and people on the goldfields
when I snggested that the Government should
grant annua! passes to old-age pensioners
and turned-down miners, to enable them to
have a trip to the scaside at lcast onece a
year.

Hon. €. B. Williams: They will do it
now. They have always done if.

Hon, . M. HEENAN: I know that in
special instanees the department goncerned
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—I think the Premier’s Department—has
been very genercus. I have had only two
or three such instances.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I have had hun-
dreds.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Old-age pensioners
who have been sick have been granted passes
to travel to Porth, but a general rule should
be made. Many of these men are only just
living on their 22s. 6d. or 255, a week. They
have been on the goldfields all their lives
and have played a prominent part in pros-
pecting the various fields and in working in
the mines. They have spent their money
liberally and in their old age it is uiterly
impossible for them to take a trip to the
seaside.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You have never
had a vefusal vet.

Hon. E. M. HEENAX: Anyone who has
lived on the goldficlds realisrs that a trip
to the seaside once a year 35 not a luxury,
but an absolute neeessity, and this is ono
direetion in which generosity could be shown
to a hody of men who have plaved a very
important part in building up the mining
industry which has done so much for our
State. In spite of the war, the Common-
wealth Governmnent has granted pensions to
widows and child endowment to mothers and
I hope that the State Government will do
what I have suggested.

I have confined my remarks to matters
that I consider are of vital importance to
the goldfields districts and I hope that some
notiee will be taken of what I have said.
I congratulate the Government on its re-
cord during the past year and hope that
during the strenuons times through which
we are passing, it will be able to put up an
equally good performance this session.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) : I shall
try to be as brief as possible. First of all
I desire to associate myself with the remarks
made concerning the late Hon. J. M. Maec-
farlane and with the motion of condolence
forwarded to his relatives. I also extend a
welcome fo the two new members, Mr. Gib-
son and Mr. Cornish, and hope that their
terms in this Chamber will be lengthy. We
all get on very well together and no matter
what may be the party to which we beleng,
we seem to be good friends. I take this op-
portunity, too, to thank you, Mr. President,
and members of this House for nominating
me as Deputy Chairman of Committees. I
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will try to do my utmost to earry out the
work to the best of my ability, and also to
uphold the dignity of that particular offiee.

If 1 spoke at any great length this after-
noon Y should engage particularly in 2
eriteism of the military authorities. The
desire to refrain from doing so has prevented
my rising to address the House until this
moment. I feel that the administration of
our Military Forees is not what it ought to
be. A certain measure of discontent exists
amongst the troops. I am of opinion that
the men are not getting enough work to do,
and that there is insufficient discipline to
permi{ of their upholding the dignity that
was 5o well maintained by iheiv fathers 25
or 30 years ago. I take it there has been
more absence without leave in connection
with this war in the last two years than
arese during the whole period of the last
war. The men have not the necessary confi-
dence in their oflicers. If men are nol given a
certain amount of work to do they become
diseontented. Whether they are on aective
service or not, they must have something to
oceupy their minds. I travel from Kalgoor-
lie to Perth every week, and when looking
out of the carriage window I have seen up-
wards of 1,000 men standing idle or loung-
ing against trucks and so forth. That ereates
a feeling in the troops which is anything but
desirable. It is brought about through lack
of discipline, and something must he done
to overcome that situation.

We have now heen at war for three years
and yet have a long way to go. Undoubtedly
we shall pass through worse experiences be-
fore we reach betier times. The State Gov-
ernment should request the Commonwealth
authorities fo look closely into this matter.
Far too many of our soldiers have
not yet gone through a muskeiry ecourse.
If only one or two men made that statement,
one might turn a deaf ear to it, but the same
story is told by numbers of men. Tt seems
that many of them have never handled a
rifle or a bavonet, and that if they were
shown a bullet so rare a sight would it be
that they would not kuow what it was. When
those stories are multiplied to such an extent
as they are, we must vealise there is some
truth in them. Tt is a sad plight to be in.
We were teld that the manufacture of wuni-
tions would soon be in full swing at Welsh-
pool. We know that Mr. Bolton was wait-
ing for two or three vears for machinery
for his new annexe, and I do not know that
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he has got it yet. Those things are a2 re-
flection on the administration. We have a
certain duty to perform and should see that
it is carried out. Pressure sbould be brought
to bear upon those who are responsible for
the neglect. Numbers of our men have been
oversea, where they did a wonderful job.
They have unow veturned to defend our
shores. Time is going on and we may be
getting more and stil more weapons, but
I still doubt whether we have all the
Wweapons we require. We shall certainly
have to make a strong move in that direction.

Reference has heen made to the bungles
that have occurred in the Air Force. We
know that the aerodrome at Southern Cross
was shut down, and what has oceurred in
other places in connection with the Army.
I now understand it is intended to transfer
the Air Force to Kalgoorlie. That is a good
idea because the personmel will be far re-
moved from the const. We shall not have
the same trouble that has occurred in the
North. Many complain of the complacency
that exists todey. That is due to people
being kept in ignoranee of what is going
on. They should be told what is happening.
We can pieck up an Eastern States paper
and read of oceurrences in Western Austra-
lia, but no space has been found for those
details in our local newspapers. If people
do not realise what they are in for and what
is expected of them, it is only natural that
they will suffer from complacency. em-
bers of the community have to pay tuxes,
and are expected to contribute to war loans,
but they ave told nothing about what is
being done. The more they know, the more
readily will they meet whatever situation
arises.

The dependants of soldiers have recently
had an inerease in their allotment. T wish
particularty to refer to the wives of soldiers,
who, T believe, are allowed to earn whatever
they can. T know of a widowed mother who
has a son in the Forces. Such a widow,
whether her son is in the ALF, or the
AMF., has no right to do a hand’s turn,
otherwise she will lose her allotmenf. Tn
the case I speak of there is an only son who
was apprenticed to a mine in Kalgoorlie he-
fore he joined up. His mother was doing a
little work prier to her son joining up he-
cause on the wages he was gelting it was
impossible for her to pay the rent of £1
a week. Later on when the son had enlisted
she found that she could not live on the
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allotment she received. No distinetion
should be made between the mother who is
wholly dependent npon her soldier son, and
the wife of a soldier. The sooner the posi-
tion is clarified the better it will be for all
concerned.

I should like to see closer co-operation
between the Civil Defence Council and the
- military authorities. As the goldfields are
not looked upon ag a vital srea, the AR.P.
activities are not subsidised. Notwith-
standing that, the Civil Defence Couneil
still wishes to impose lighting restrictions
on the towns there as well as upon the
motorists. Mpr. Heenan has already given
a sketeh of the position, I profess to be
a friend of the motorists who are the
heaviest taxed people in the conntry. They
have been put to the expense of hav-
ing to comply with the blackout regula-
tions. They have had to paint white
squares on the backs of their cars, and
paint over the front of them, as well as
mask their headlights. All this has cost a
zood deal of money. Thousands of motor-
ists have had to carry out that woerk. A
further regulation provides that the white
squares can be taken from the back of ears
so long as a three-inch white line is painted
around the mudguards. Then if the head-
lichts are masked, the motorist is all right.
That has invelved owners of ecars and motor
vehicles in further expense. No doubt the
manufaeturers of headlight masks are mak-
ing a good deal of money.

Hon. H. L. Roche: A new mask has now
come out.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Whether we are at
war or not a few persons seem to be mak-
ing plenty of money while thousands of
others are struggling for an existence.
There is no equality of saerifice so far as
some people are concerned, A few indivi-
duals want to supertax others who cannot
avoid the payment. The motorist unfortu-
nately helongs to the latter elass. The light-
ing restrictions as they apply to motorists
should be lifted on the poldfields. The street
lights are allowed to be on. One can see
the lights of the mines as far as 12 or 15
miles away. Motorists have been ordered
to mask their headlights. Some have done
this, but others have refrained from doing
so. The resalt is chaos on the road. One
man abides hy the regulations, but he has
to put up with the dazzling lights of some
onepming ear. When a man living ont-
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back has to come into Kalgoorlie for his
week-end stores, he is expected to drive with
masked headlights. He is living over 400
miles from the coast so that the position is
farcical.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is bronght about
by the Labour Government, which you sup-
pori, asking the Commanwealth Government
to bring down this regulation under the
National Security Act.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I am not coneerned
about Mr. Miles’s interjection, It is our
place, if we think the regulations are wrong,
to have them put right.

Hon, G. W. Miles: Just so!

Hon. W. R. HALL: Mistakes are being
made every day, and an immense amount of
money is being wasted daily. We do nol
require to be a Bachelor of Arts or a scien-
tist to see that money is being wasted by
the military authorities, let alone by tha
Civil Defence Council and other depart-
ments, Some regulations should be imposed
in the metropolitan area because it is close
to the ocean. 1 am not one-sided in this
matter. It is only neeessary to visit King's
Park at night, either when driving or walk-
ing through, to be able to look down upon
lights in the city. One can see enough
lights there to guide an enemy plane
to the spot. The military anthorities them-
selves do not conform to the regulations.
Either they or the Civil Defence Couneil
should elarify the pesition, so that eivilians
may know what to do and no longer remain
at the mercy of hoth parties. Mr. Heenan
referred to the firewood position. I know
how the metropolitan area is affected be-
eause I live here a good deal of my time.
There is plenty of wood at Wanneroo if
it could be got hold of. The question hristles
with difficuities, which apply equally to the
goldfields.

Hon. J. Cornell: More sa up there than
down here.

Hon, W. R. HALL: Yes, because firewood
has bheen chopped on the goldfields for the
Iast 40 years. Goeldfields residents now have
to travel 40 miles to get a domestic supply
of firewood. T aim not concerned with the

work being done by internees, hut I
am concerned ahout people getting
their domestic supplies of firewood.

The Liquid Fuel Control Board has treated
the goldfields people generously. Only yes-
terday another 500 tickets, each of which
would be equal to about one ton of wnod,
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were supplied so that people who have
vehicles in which to carry wood may go out
and proeure it. The local authorities have
arranged to issue the tickets and keep the
necessary check on them. YWhen a couple
of men go out together, they are able to get
enough wood to last for a considerable time.
The position has certainly been difficult this
winter and I cannot help wondering what it
will he next year.

One point I wish to mention is the Gov-
ernment charge of 3s. to a person who de-
sires to cut firewood for domestic purposes.
The applicant has to secure a permift from
the Forests Department, and it is the incon-
venience of getting the permit, rather than
the actual charge, that is the cause of com-
plaint. The applicant also has to go fc a
particular spot which is indicated and cut
the wood there. I consider that the Govern-
ment should waive the charge of 3s., because
it makes a load of wood fairly dear after
the applicant has had to pay for a few
gallons of petrol to bring it in. Anybody
who does not first obtain a permit to cut
firewood is liable to be prosecuted, though I
do not know of any sueh proceedings
having been taken. So long as people do
not cut the green fimber, I cannot see why
they should not be allowed to cut the dry
wood and sturops. The Government shounld
take this matter into consideration and thus
enable the goldfields people to secure their
supplies of domestic firewood.

Another matter I wish to bring under the
notice of the House is that affecting taxis
licensed to do eertain work in the metro-
politan area. Constitutents arriving in
Perth by the Kalgoorlie express often find
that there is no motor vehicle available to
transport them from the reilway station to
wherever they wish to go. Taxis are not
available hecause the drivers can make more
money by accepting private jobs.

Hon. J. Corpell: There are plenty of taxis
using Stirling Highway and doing 50 imniles
an hour.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Yes. Motor transport
is in demand at the Perth railway station,
I have gone there at 9 p.m. and have seen
people with their bags waiting for a taxi to
transport them to their destination. The
position for members of the travelling pub-
He is also diffieult at peak periods when
trolley-buses and trams are overloaded. A
regulation was promulgated that after a
certain date in 1940 no more fumel licenses
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would Dbe issued for taxi cars. This meant
there would be no move tax:i licenses, and
s0 the position has become aeute. If the
Commissioner of Police has not power to
issue taxi licenses, because of a Common-
wealth regulation, I should like to see some
co-operation hetween the Commonwealth and
State anthorities to ensure that more taxis
or transport vehicles of some kind are pro-
vided for the travelling public. People
arriving by train often bave to walk to their
destination. When trains arrive after mid-
night, there is no hope of getting transport
from the railway station.

There is an aspect of the clothes rationing
regulations that deserves mentioning. Busi-
ness houses are offering at less than cost
price articles requiring the surrender of 40
coupons, and when 40 coupons have been
parted with, only 16 are left in the ration
book. Before rationing was introduced
thousands of people rushed the business
houses to obtain supplies of wearing ap-
parel. Many of the large firms, I take it,
then made excessive profits, and now that
ration fickets are required, we find that
articles that were unprocurable during the
three months preceding the introduction of
rationing are now available but many
coupons, as well as a fair amount of money,
are required to secure them. The provision
of coupons for clothes for working men and
working women should be reviewed. Those
who were able to supply their wants prior
to ralioning are all right, hut those who did
not have the money to make purchases at
that time are experiencing difficulty in
clothing themselves. The Rationing Board
shonld ensure that these working people re-
ceive sufficient counpons ito enable them to
clothe themselves. I support the motion.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West): I did
not intend to speak on this oceasion and
would not have done so had not mention
been made this afterncon of the position of
the railways and the possibility of the exist-
ing serviees having to be curtailed. In the
South-West T heard a railway man indulge
in a tirade of ahuse against the Collie ¢oal-
miners. Apparently he had heard there was
likely to be a restriction of the train ser-
vices and thought it his duty, without ascer-
faining the facts, fo abuse the miners, He
had no hesitation in placing the Collic min-
ets in the same eategory as the coalminers
of New South Wales. T knew that our min-
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ers at Collie are a body of sensible and
hard-working men and was fully convineed
that the slander in classing them in the same
category as fellow-workers in New South
Wales was entirely unwarvanted.

At Collie there are 40 more men working
in the mines today than there were at this
time last vear, and they are doing an excel-
lent job. They have hewn a larger quantity
of coal in the last 12 months than bas been
hewn in each of the preceding three years,
and they are doing it under greater diffi-
culties. The cealmmming industry has suf-
fered greatly through the enlistment of the
younger men. The percentage of those who
have enlisied from Collie is as high as that
in any other part of the State, The fact
that there are more men engaged in the in-
dusiry today than there were a year ago is
dne to the fact that some of the miners be-
yond military age have returned to the in-
dustry and others hardly fit fo go into the
firing line have also taken ecmployment
there. The people of the State should realise
that if it is essential for them to put up
with a restrieted frain service, the blame
for it should not be levelled at the Collie
coalminers. I repeat that the coal position
at Collie is better today than it has heen for
a long time.

The authorities will neced to pay a good
deal more attention to our key industries if
munilion works and other like factories are
to be carried on. Apparently the idea has
been that we shall get along somehow or
other. There has never heen much in the
way of an over-plus of eoal produced at
Collie, and surely it should be patent to
men in charge that if industry is to be ex-
panded every effort should be made to eon.
serve and increase the necessary service. I
rose to make it clear that the position at
Collie is good, though admittedly it is not
good enough for the reason that more trains
are being run and there is a greater demand
for eoal.

Hon, J. Cornell: And less Neweastle coal
and firewood.

Hon. W. J. MANN: That is so. One
matter mentioned this afternoon is the slow
progress being made with war equipment
production in this State. It rather veminds
me of the line in Longfellow’s poem “Retri-
bufion”—

Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small.
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The mills of cur war indusiry arve grinding
slowly, Heaven knows! The output is ex-
ceedingly small. With other members, I
attended a demonstration a few months ago
at the Midland Junction Workshops, but I
was not much impressed by what I saw. 1
am perfectly satisfled that the quality of
the work was excellent, but so far as I, as
a layman, was able to judge, the quantity
was not nearly enough. The works did not
appear to be staffed to full ecapacity. We
saw an annexe that had then been built for
some months, but it was not furnished with
25 per cent. of the necessary machinery, and
I understand that condition still prevails.
If this State is to pull its weight in the war
effort, the people of the Eastern States must
goe that we are given hetter opportunities
than we are getting at present. The fol-
lowing paragvaph in the Speech of His Ex-
cellency the Lieut.-Governor eanght my
eye :i—

The time of Ministers is occupied almost
exclusively with matters associated with the
war . . , The fullest co-operation has been
maintained with the Commonwealth Govern-

ment in order to make the maximom resources
of the State available for war purposes.

That is indeed praiseworthy on the part of
the Government, but we do not seem to be
getting mueh response from the Eastern
Btates, The Covernment has, I understand,
placed at the disposal of the Commonwealth
Government, to assist it in the war effort,
the Public Works Department, the Water
Supply Department, the Main Roads De-
partment and other instrumentalities. Yet,
when we look around, we find that the Com-
monwealth Governmeni’s response has been
infinitesimal.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Have not execessive
costs in this State something to do with the
matter?

Hon. W, J, MANN: We have not had 2

chance ot produeing much in order to ascer-
tnin what the costs will be.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There is the competi-
tion of the Bastern States. We cannot live
alongside them. -

Hon. W. J. MANN: I saw in a New
South Wales paper—I am sorry I have not
got it with me-—some contract prices which
seemed to me to be outrageously high,
There is nothing cheap in the way of war
contracts in the Eastern States; there may
be odd cases, but in the main they are a
myth.
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Rural production has been mentioned,
particularly vegetables. I am glad to note
that the Commonwealth Government has
at long last decided to take some active
steps to organise rural production and man-
power, so that we may obtain the required
essential foodstuffs. "We have spoken in
this Chamber before about manpower in
the dairying industry, but the position is
as acute as ever it was, and is likely to
remain s0. If we are to obtain our neces-
sary foodstuffs, we must have a better
system than that which has prevailed in
the past. The haphazard methods hitherto
adopted will not get us very far. We want
a properly organised body, assisted by in-
terested people, to control this aetivity.
One way in which help could be given is
for the authorvities to consult onr agri-
cultural societies, particolarly in the parts
of the State where essential foodstuffs
are heing produced. The members of
those societies have first-hand knowledge
and ave better able to give a lead than is
an expert, or alleged expert, sent to the
country to say what shall be done.

Reference has been made to taxation. I
shall not moan about taxation; we recog-
nise that we must pay it. No matter what
the financial resources of amy man arve,
I believe that by the time this war is
over he will have little, if anything, left.
The full financial resources of all our
people will be required to finanee the war.
While I do not mind paying taxation, it galls
me to see the tremendous waste going on in
many directions. I vefer particularly to
Army Iransport as we see it in and around
the city. 1 invite memhers to stand on the
Canning-highway any day for a quarter of
an hour; they will be astounded to see the
numbers of Army vehicles going backwards
and forwards along that road.

Hon. G. B, Wood: Have you seen them
between Northam and Perth, alengside the
railwayv?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I stood on the road
at Bassendean only a couple of days ago,
and witnessed exactly the same spectacle.
Something is wrong. One observes a vehicle
proeeeding along the road with only two
or thvee soldiers in it, I have heen fold—
T do not know how true it is—that a man
living on the Canning-highway, or in that
locality, has taken particular notice of the
vehicles, He has observed many of them
proceeding in one direction with only two
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or three soldiers in each vehicle and coming
hack again with the same loading in an
hour or two. That may be right, but it
does not seem to me fo be so. It is a happy-
go-lucky business; the anthorities are using
up petrol and rubber, and depreciating the
vehieles,

I hope the Government will continue to
pay heed to the need for providing ferti-
lisers. If we are to have food, our pro-
ducers must be supplied with fertilisers. I
also hope that the Government will see
that the interests of our tobaceo producers
are safeguarded. Jn a normal season, from
300 to 400 drums of benzol are required for
fumigating tobacco plants. Less than 100
drums are in the State. I do not know what
the position is in this respeet in the East-
ern States, but I trust the Government will
ensure that the tobacco-growing seetion of
our community is given an opportunity to
produce the fortheoming ecrop. We know
that Western Aurtralian tobacco is higher
in grade than is that produced in any other
part of the Commonwenlth. We also know
that Western Australia is one of two States
that increased production of tobaeco
last year; in the other States there was a
deerease. I understand that the Agrieul-
tural Department has been moving in this
direction. I am not eomplaining; I am
merely urging that the producers shall be
allowed to carry on, because planting time
is very close. Seeding has already been
done in a number of places, and it is highly
essential that the young tobacco plants
shall be safegnarded against mould.

1 desire to pay a tribute to the memory
of the late Hon. J. M. Macfarlane, whom
I knew for upwards of 40 years. He was
an excellent type of citizen and a delight-
ful eolleague in this House. He will be
sorely missed. I am glad that Mr. Baxter
is again able {o resume his seat in this
Chamber, although I regret that our col-
league, Mr. Thomson, has had to return to
hospital and that Mr. Bolton is still indis-
posed. T also regret that the Premier has
in the last few months suffered so mueh
inconvenience and pain. T trust all these
members will be with us again before very
long in the best of health. I support the
motion.

HON. J. CORNELL (South): Tntil an
hour or so ago, it had not been my intention
to speak to this motion, so what T am te
say will be more or less extempore. T wish
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first to express my profound personal re-
gret, which I am sure is shared by every
memhber of this Chamber, at the disaster
which has befallen onr Royal House in the
death of His Royal Highness the Duke of
Kent. If my memory serves me avight, I do
not think a Prince of the Royal blood has
died on active serviee since the Black Prince
was killed.  This unfortunate happening
goes to show that in present-day warfare
kings and princes are not exempt from the
dangers of war.  In common with other
members, I express my deep regret at the
death of our colleague, the late Hon, J. M,
Macfarlane. I join with them in the hope
that all members of this Hlouse and another
place who are more or less in dock due to
illness or other eauses, will soon be restored
to a state of health.

Mention has been made during the debate
of the exiravaganee and waste connected
with the Armed Forces—partienlarly the
Military Forces. Anyone who knows or has
served in any of the Armed Forees can ap-
preciate that waste is inseparable from war,
and the nearer they get to the fighting line
the more intense does the waste become. We
are all wiseacres and can, from an casv
chair, tell the people who conduet the show
what they shounld or should not do. Anyone
who stops to think for a moment mmst arvive
at the inevitable conclusion that these things
will oceur in the Armed Forces. What ave
we going to do to right them? Theve is an
extraordinary amount of extravagant and
ulnecessary waste going onr in a braneh of
the civil defence with which a member of
this Iouse in conunected—but the position
remains. He has to show that he has the
money to spend, and he is doing it. 1 do
not suppose that any eomplaint of wmine
would make him deviate from the course he
has adopted.

T remember once when he was speaking on
the floor of the Honse, I said, by interjee-
tion, that when he was ealled apon for ser-
vice, he would fake his foll. T vefer. of
course, to Dr. Iislop. My considered
opinion is that an endecavour has been made
to plaee too many men wnder arms at once.
The authorities have not heen able to equip
them, nor arve they likely to be able to do
so for a long time to come. In their en-
deavonr to put too many men under arms at
once, they have weakened and undermined
—and are continning to de so—the real fibye
of our nationhoed, and that relates not to
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the men under arms, but to the portion of
the population that vemains hehind them.
And once those people are wceakened and
become grumblers, so will their condition he
refleeted in the men under arms. Members
must not run away with the idea that the
German Army was beaten in the 1914-18
war; it was not. It was the population
behing the Army that was beaten. We have
tried to utilise too wany men in a very short
period, and have attempted to transport
ithem here, there and everywhere until we
have arrived at the position that every essen-
tial industry in the Commonwealth is lan-
guishing for manpower. That is wrong.
Ninety per cont. of our ills and shortages at
present ave attributable to having so many
men under arms, with so many of them
wasting their time, and to the fact that there
ave so few men in the field of production.

T heard the Honorvary Minister say yes-
terday that steps were being taken to or-
ganise & mobile seasonal labour eorps. What
is it to be organised with? I spent the week-
end at Norseman, and in an endeavour to
keep the mines going old-age pensioners are
surrendering their pensions and returning to
work. Men over 70 vears of age are driv-
ing engines! This shortage of manpower
will do as much towards rendering our war
effort futile as probably the efforts of the
Japs themgelves. The enjoinder I would place
upon those holding responsible positions
would be to eall a halt to the transference
of manpower into the Armed Forces and
to concentrate their efforts on releasing some
already in. A short while ago it was brought
under my notice that a high ranking Ameri-
can officer wns asked what he thought of
Anstralia’s war effort. In reply he said,
“Well, T want to know what it means; what
it is going to lend to.” The questioner
thought he was having his leg pulled and
vepeated the question. and this officer re-
plied, “You say it is Austiralia’s boast that
it has 750,000 men in the armed and con-
tingent foreces, and is going to bring it np
to 1,000,000 men or more. That is a mighty
hite out of a population-of 7,000,000—men,
women and children of all ages.” THe went
on to say, “What are you doing to get these
men under arms? You are drawing themr
from essenfial industries—indusiries essen-
tial to the conduct of the war and to the
continnity of your country. It is all very
well for the TR8.A. to put 6,000,000 men
under arms out of 130,000,000 people.” He
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said, ‘“What are you ecreating? You are
creating war industries! You are drawing
manpower from essential industries and arg
<reating purely war industries. The funda-
mental difference hetween your country and
mine is that our anfomobile indusiry and a
dozen other industries can be converted in
very little time to war industries to make
aeroplanes and other machines. You have
not got them here in Australia. You are
creating an industry to make war muni-
tions only. When the war is finished of what
use will they be?” That is what we are do-
ing in Anstralin. T expeet the manpower
situation and the shortage of essential foods
will become greater and greater if this
policy is continmed. If it persists and
these difficulties are accentuated it wmust
have its vepereussions on the civil popula-
tion which is behind the Armed Forees.
Another phase that has ereated a furore,
to which aspeet aitention was drawn by Mr.
Craig and olher speakers, is the organisa-
tion of the viee squad and the spread of
venereal diseases. From my place in this
House six weeks after the outhreak of war,
when speaking on the Contraceptives Bill—
if members will take the trouble to read
“Hansard,” they will see what I said—T
pointed out what would happen. I said
that I hoped that those in authority would
be guided by what the late Dr. Saw had
previously said in this House, that one of
the tragedies of post-war reconstruction was
to have lost, and dropped like a hot potato,
the measure of prevention of venereal
disease that the Army had instituted in the
1914-18 war. The disease has become most
apparent gnd I am afraid that it will be
diflicult to eope with. 1 am alse very much
afraid that it will not be confined to the
metropolitan area. We have masses of men
concenfrated throughout the whole of this
State and in its central portions. Hun-
dreds and thousands of men are spread over
our country. My war cxperience has been
that V.D, will not confine itself to one area,
bhut spreads through them all. 1 want fo
know what the military authorities are doing
in their camps thronghout Western Austra-
lia. Another phase on which I wish to speak
ix the excessive drinking now going on.
Again T reiterate that that excessive drink-
ing is confined to about 10 per cent. only
of the Armed Forees or 10 per cent. of the
civilian popalation. Suvedessive Govern-
ments- and the present Government and the
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party to which it belongs have been the long-
est in power——are largely to blame for the
present situation.

Since the Licensing Aet was first intro-
duced, the only major amendment to it was
passed in 1918. What has happened has been
that instead of amending the law to eonform
with the changes which have oecurred in
psychologieal eonditions, the Government al-
tered its application by instructing the police
to open hotels in certain parts of the eoun-
try on SBundays. At some places hotels are
opened for two hours in the morning and
two hours in the afternoon. That should
have been done by statute and anthorised by
Parliament, not by the Government of the
day by way of instructions to the Police De-
partment. If our citizens see such things
oecurring, they can have nothing but con-
tempt for onr Parliaments, nor ean we ex-
pect anything else. I am not a wowser, or
a Pussyfoot Johnson, but I do say that as
we respect and administer the law, so will
it be respected.

There are another two glaring instances
to which I would draw attention. I am not
going to talk on the lighting restrietions. I
have already had my say in that connection.
We have had the absurd position in regard
to motor headlights, and what did we find?
We found that as soon as Parlinment assert-
ed itself, as it had every right {o do, the Gov-
ernment rushed to Canberra. So to speak
the Government “ran home to mammy” and
asked the Commonwealth Government,
its “mammy” for the time being, to promul-
gate regulations with which the State Par-
liament could not interfere. In such circum-
stances how can we as members of the State
Legislature expect other than bricks to be
thrown at us, not only when the unified
taxation proposals are mentioned but even
when unifieation is snggested? Take another
instance. For over 40 years we have had
in Western Australia the necessary mach-
inery for determining the fixation of wages
and hours of work. It was the Labour
Party’s own ereation and it has been built up
to what has been described as perfection.
Notwithstanding that, we recently had the
inglorious spectacle of the Arhitration Court
being interfered with and we have in the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech brief reference to a
proposal te amend the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act.

The inglorions spectacle was presented to
us of the Avrbitration Court, through its
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President, stating certain things and then
instead of the Government waiting for Par-
liament to meet so that the Aect could be
amended if that was deemed necessary,
“mammy’s apron sirings” were again re-
sorted to and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment obliged by promulgating regulations
that enabled the Government fo go over the
heads of the State Arbitration Court
Bench. I do not say there was no justifica-
tion for an increase in the basic wage
due fo the rise in the cost of living,
but there was certainly no justification
whatever for going over the heads of the
Arbitration Court Bench in a manner that
amounted almost to indeceney. When the
Arbitration Aet was being amended, I heard
in this Chamber s suggestion reflecting npon
the probity of Mr. President Dwyer. I had
an opportunity to defend him, and I again
pay my tribute to an old friend of 42 years’
standing who, as John Bunyan would bave
said, has had the guts to stand up to what
he regards as his duty. In my opinion the
action taken by the State Government was
quite wrong.

I remember a former Labour Premier of
‘Western Australia, Hon. P. Coller, saying
that the eflicacy of arbitration was not so
much in the chasing of the ever-inereasing
cost of living upwards but in the keeping of
wages up during a time of depression. I
have heard no serious complamts lodged
against our Arbitration Court on the
score of its not baving reduced wages
ag the index figures suggested could be done.
It seems to me, however, that so long as the
regulations that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has promulgated under the National
Security Act remain in force, no decent
self-respecting court weuld endeavour to fix
wages or earry out other associated fune-
tions. The court would say, ‘“No, we did
that at one time, but the task has been
taken out of our hands and placed in those
of the Premier. Let him do the work.”
That is a nice state of affairs! Here we
have an independent tribunal on which both
employers and workers are represented,
with as chairman a man possessing quali-
fications fitting him to be a Supreme Court
judge, and yet authority is taken from that
independent tribnnal and handed over to
the Premier. Suech a procedure is fonda-
mentally ansound and wrong, and a day of
retribution will inevitably dawn.

Next I wish to mention what appears to
be a most extraordinary matter. I have it
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on what T regard as irrefutable informa-
tion that for the first time in the history
of local statisties drapery is cheaper in Kal-
goorlie and Boulder than in Perth and Fre-
mantle. The Statistician has explained that
owing to the fall in the cost of house rents
on the goldfelds, the basic wage there had
not risen as it had in the Sonth-West land
distriet and the metropolitan area. Let
someone go to the goldfields and tell that
to the people. I was in Norseman the other
day, and ascertained what has happened
there.  People who previously lived in
shaeks into which one would hardly pat a
nanny-goat, have been able to move into
slightly better types of houses, becaunse so
many men have been called up and have
left the district. Tt is all very well to say
that house-rents have fallen becaunse scores
of houses are empty, but let members go
and sece what types of houses are now
empty and what rentals were paid!

There is a welter of other topics about
which T could speak. 1 am sorry Mr. W.
R. Hall is not in the Chamber at the
moment. He made refevence to the actions
of men associated with our Armed Forces.
He suggested that they were not getting
enough work. Unfortunately that is insep-
arable trom the situation in which sueh
men are placed. The worst that ean happen
to a man under arms is to get killed or
hadly wounded. The next worst thing
that can happen to him is not to have the
opportunity to be either killed or badly
wounded. That, tersely put, is the position
in which our Armed Forces in Australia find
themselves today. With the exception of a
few airmen and some associated with the
Navy, all are kicking their heels and subject
to regzimentation day by day. They are fed
up to the back teeth and do not give a eon-
tinental what bappens. I suppose that state
of affairs is largely reflected in the minds
of their officers. As for diseipline I agree
that the old A.LF. men differed somewhat
from those associated with our present Mili-
tary Forees. Is it fair to compare the men
in khaki teday with those who were in uni-
form in 1914-18¢ T eclaim fhat such a com-
parison would be altogether illogical. We
must consider preseni-day psychology and
the outlook of young men today with the
position that obtained during the earlier
war.

So far as my inquiries and observations
have gone, an apt illustration may be ob-
tained in the ghock that, at any rate, some
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Australian soldiers experienced when they
arrived in Blighty during the 1914-18 war,
and saw women drinking in London hotel
bars. To present-day soldiers that oceasions
no shock whatever. In those days women
went into bars of their own volition, but
today they are taken there by the youth of
Australia and ali the liquor they can con-
sume is poured down their throats. The psy-
chological aspect has completely changed and
Iater-day thought obviously is reflected in a
certain degree of laxity in various diree-
tions. I naturally agree that if an undis-
ciplined armed force were to meet a discip-
lined armed foree the latter inevitably would
prevail. On the other hand, if the soldiers
get a job to do they can be entrusted to
carry it out. A lot of the bravado and swank
would receive a salutary lesson should the
men experience the real horrors of war.
That experience will knock discipline into
them as will nothing else. Until that time
arrives, I doubt whether we c¢an hope for
muach change.

I trust that the present Government, or
any other Government that may take office
during the war period, if it is concerned with
the conservation of the sovereignty of the
State, will endeavour to administer the coun-
try’s affairs, or sueh of them as may be left
untouched by the Commonwealth, wisely
and well and that it will be confent to abide
by the decisions of the State Parliament
even though some of the decisions may he
such as the Commonwealth Government may
consider not to he in the best interests of the
prosecution of the war effort. If that posi-
tion should arise, then let the Commonwealth
Government and Commonwenlth Parliament
effect the necessary changes—without any in-
vitation from the State Government. I stand
today as I stood previously on the question
of execessive drinking and what arises there-
from. There is only one way of dealing with
the position. Tt is not a question of the
hours of trading or whether the soldiers are
consuming too much drink. The question
centres on what they drink. Let members
consider what was done in the Old Country
and in France during the 1914-18 war. Let
the Government follow suit and deerease the
aleoholic strength of liquor consumed by the
troops. When the en cease to get a kick
out of the liquor, their swagger and bravadoe
will go. Until that is done, we shall always
have trouble. We must get down to tin-
tacks and dea] with the cause of the frouble
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that led to recent disgusting seenes. The
evil arises not through over-indulgence but
through the strength of the liquor. That is
what does the damage. Reduce the alcoholic
strength, and the problem will be solved!

On motion by Hon, C. F. Baxter, debate
adjonrned.

House adjonrned at 3.59 p.m,

Tegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 26th August, 1942,

Questions : Road making, soll ¢ement process 918
Rubber, economy in use ... 313
Address-in-reply, eleventh day 10

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.an., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).
ROAD MAKING.

Soil Cement Process.

My, MeDONALD asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has the soil cement proecess, as
developed in the United States of America
for road making, been tested in this State?
2, In view of eclaims for speed and cheap-
ness of construction by this method, can he
inform the House of the views of his officers
as to the suitability of this method for use
in this State?

The MINISTER replied: 1, No. 2, Con-
sidered unsuitable owing to relatively high
cost of construction.

RUBBER, ECONOMY IN USE.

Mr. SAMPSOXN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is everything possible heing dong
by the Government te ensure economies in
the use of rubber? 2, Is it vealised that
adoption of moderation in loading and speed
of motor vehicles ensnves big savings in rub-
her and petrol? 3, Is it his intention to take
steps to secure the minimising of aceelera-
tion and brake work, correet tyre pressure
and wheel alignment, also the retreading or
capping of tyres prior to canvas destrue-
tion, and table regulations relating thereto.

The MINISTER replied: 1, Yes, so far
as Government vehicles are concerned. 2,
Yes. 3, No, but the motoring public has
heen continnously advised by experts in re-



